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100 years—we will remember 

As always on the 11th November, I felt honoured to be part of Platt            

community.  We always come together to acknowledge  key events such as 

Remembrance.  The Head and Deputy Head girl represented the school  

beautifully, laying the wreath for the school.  Many of the school community 

were there as members of other local groups such as the Scouts, which was 

lovely to see.   

As a school we held our own Remembrance service at church, we thought 

about the importance of remembering and we also have had a clear             

silhouette (like the ones in the village) in our school hall.  



11 + (PESE) 

Following some valuable questions, I felt it might be useful to clarify the PESE process.  This is an        

assessment that is used in Kent to assess whether a child would be eligible to apply for a grammar 

school place.  This assessment is run by Kent and the school are asked to facilitate that process by      

running the test early in September each year.  No school should coach or teach for this test and if they 

are found to could in the future, not be allowed to facilitate the test at the school.  This test does not       

reflect the teaching at a school.  

As a school we give parents the option for their child to complete  a Cognitive Ability Test (CAT) in Year 

5.  This assessment can help to give an indicator of a child’s ability and helps parents to make a       

judgement about whether they wish to enter their child into the PESE assessment.  As a school we are 

happy to help parents talk through their choices.  

During the PESE we have an external invigilator to check that the assessments are administered          

correctly and fairly.  He/she also oversee the sealing and storage of answer papers.  

The results of these assessments are sent to the Headteacher, who is asked to consider whether there 

are any pupil results that do not meet the grammar standard but  school work and assessments suggest 

they should have. Headteachers are allowed to make an appeal before parents and children know their 

results. This appeal requires the appeal panel seeing their school books from Year 5 and Year 6, the CAT 

scores that are completed in Year 5 and their current attainment at school.  A short narrative can also 

be included.  An independent panel of headteachers then make a decision whether to give that pupil 

the opportunity to apply for a grammar school.  

After parents receive the results there is a process which gives a parent an opportunity for them to     

appeal.  45% of our children who took this assessment met the grammar standard this year.  

 



Choir delight Harpwood residents with their tunes 

Popcorn night a big success 

We had record numbers attend  our recent Popcorn night .  Thank you to all the parents who supported 

the cooking or helped with the running of the event.  One child came to personally thank me for the 

school running Popcorn night as he enjoys them so much.  Kelly Lonkhurst leads the event and I know the 

children would like to say a big thank you to her for organising this very popular event. We would love a 

few more volunteers next time, if you are can help on the 8th February please let Kelly or the school 

office know. 

Our choir have been very busy over the last few weeks from performing at the recent Remembrance  

event, Harpwood Residential Care home and  for Platt Fundraisers.   They will be helping to open our 

Christmas Fayre on the 8th December.  

The children in the choir are dedicated to attending every Monday and are always so enthusiastic about 

learning a new song, as well as performing with confidence, skill and a great sense of fun.  

We are so very grateful to have Mrs Harris supporting the choir especially with these  addition events.  

Just wanted to say thank you to the 18 children who came last Saturday to perform at our fundraising event.  They 
were very well behaved and sang beautifully under Barbara’s direction.  A credit to the school.   Mrs Pat Darby 



Great Fire of London 

In Year 1 we have had fun exploring the sights and sounds of 1666 by using our senses.  Explorers smelt 

and tasted food from all those years ago - porridge, pease pudding and mulled wine (non-alcoholic of 

course!) We had to guess some items just by our sense of touch or hearing.  We also had fun trying on 

wigs to feel like King Charles II and Samuel Pepys - but we thought they must have been very uncom-

fortable to wear for a long time. The children have been very engrossed in this topic and are amazing 

the staff with their knowledge.  During art, the children have explored different materials to create a 

fire of London scene - they are all proudly on display.  We are looking forward to baking bread next 

week!                                                                                                                          Mrs Fenton and Mrs Wright 

200 club: The 200 club winners: 

October 

1st - Honor Cooper 

2nd - Ned Panting 

November 

1st - Emma Barrett 

2nd - Kitty Cooper 

Please talk to the office for information 

on how to join. 



Key Dates: 

PLEASE NOTE WE ARE ALWAYS KEEN FOR VOLUNTEERS TO  ASSIST WITH THE WALK TO 

THE CHURCH SERVICES. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 
 

8th December Christmas 

Fayre 

PTA Key dates: 

* children will be invited to this event. 

6th December 9.30 am Flu immunisation – Reception to Year 5 children 

8th December Christmas fair 

10th December KS1 Nativity dress rehearsal 2pm (sibling viewing) 

11th December KS1 Nativity 2.15pm 

12th December KS1 Nativity 9am 

17th December Christmas dinner  

18th December Christmas carol service 2.15pm – collect from the church 

19th December Class Christmas celebrations 

End of term- finish at 3pm 

CHRISTMAS 

3rd  January Term starts 

First week of term (7th) E safety week (post-Christmas device gifts)- whole school e-safety display 

11th January Family Trust Assembly 

16th January Church Service – Baptism (Year 6 class leading) 

15th January  Deadline for Reception 2019 applications 

29th or 30th January* 

Please choose one 

Parents to view books 2.30pm onwards*  Refreshments available from the PTA 

4th February Hosting Debating Year 6 and partnership schools 

5th February Years 5 and 6 Steps in Time workshop- Vikings (in school event) 

8th February PTA Popcorn Night 

12th February Topic presentation for Year 3 and 4 dress rehearsal – younger siblings welcome. (2.15pm) 

11th- 15th February Year 6 bike-ability 

13th February 9am Topic presentation for Year 3  and 4 (No younger siblings at this performance) 



Success 

Our hardship fund is available to help  support any child.  

Please feel free to talk to me about this confidentially. 

CHANGES TO MEGA STAR TEAS FROM  JANUARY 2019 

From January we will be booking Mega Star teas as a  once a term event in the hall.  Mrs Walters 

will be there with a couple of other members of staff to serve tea and cake.  A photo opportunity 

will still take place and be shared in the news-

letter.  

Congratulation on achieving your 150 mega stars. 

Congratulations to Lydia in Year 6  who  

has successfully gained a  place at 

Hillview through the  aptitude test.   



Term dates 2018-2019 

Term 2 

  

INSET 29.10.18 

30/10/18 - 19/12/18 

  

Term 3 

  

03/01/19 - 15/02/19 

  

  

Term 4 

  

25/02/19 - 5/04/19 

  

  

Term 5 

  

23/04/19 - 24/05/19 

  

  

Term 6 

  

INSET 3.6.19 

04/06/19 - 23/07/19 

  

SNOW DAYS 
If you would be willing to be contacted to help  
clear the school car park or route to school early  
in the morning, please let the school office know. 


