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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Firstly, I would love to take this opportunity to thank you all for making me feel so welcome to 
your school. I am truly in love with our school and your children and am very excited about the 
future for our school. For those who have not had chance to meet me, yet I hope to see you at the 
upcoming parent afternoons and PTA events. Please do come and introduce yourselves. 
 
We have had a busy start to the term with lots of wonderful activities happening in class. We have 
also been working hard to develop our school mission and values. I am delighted to share these 
with you here and hope you agree that these are the ideal pillars to support all the activities we do 
as a school. Please talk to your children about what they mean to them and we would love to hear 
of examples of how they use these outside of school too. 
 

Platt Mission 

Platt C of E Primary is a special place that prides itself on the core Christian values of care, learn and forgive. 

Children are happy, safe and valued.  

Each child should be able to ‘Live life in its fullness’ (John 10:10). Children are provided with an inclusive 

Christian education that nurtures individual talents and provides enjoyable and memorable learning 

opportunities, to become the best they can be both academically and socially. Our children are articulate 

and confident to challenge and protect the amazing world God created for them and future generations. 

Platt Values 

Learning together. 

Encourage one another and build each other up. (Thessalonians 5:11) 

Forgiving one another. 

Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other. (Ephesians 4:32) 

Caring for all. 

Treat others the same way you want them to treat you. (Luke 6:31) 

 

 



 

 

Attendance 
 
We are monitoring attendance closely within school. 
This includes the need to arrive to school on time. 
Learning starts promptly at 8:45 when the children 
enter their classrooms. Please ensure that your 
children are at school on time so that they are not 
missing key learning opportunities. Should you need 
support with this then please do speak to any of the 
teaching team and we will arrange for this. 
 
Should your child require time off from school then 
please apply for this via the office on the appropriate form. 
 
Uniform 

 
We have noticed that lots of children are not arriving at school with the school 
uniform they should be wearing. Please ensure your child has the school uniform; 
including a tie each day.  
 
Ties and other uniform is available to purchase from the school office.  
 

After school clubs 
 
We are looking at our future provision and will be sending out a parent questionnaire shortly 
regarding requests. Whilst we have limited space on this site we would love to offer some new 
clubs for your children. Please do take the time to fill in the questionnaire as this will enable us to 
source clubs that suit your needs.  
 
I am keen to increase our participation in competitive sports and hope to work with local schools 
to make this available to more of our pupils soon. 
 
Reading and phonics 
 
I am excited and pleased to announce that we will be introducing a new phonic scheme in our 
younger classes. This will help the children improve in their reading fluency and enable them to 
build connections between what they read and write more easily. We are very lucky to have been 
given some money from the governor enrichment fund for this and I hope you will join me in 
thanking them for this.  
 
We will send home more information as we begin to introduce the scheme and we will invite 
families in to share ideas on how we can support your children at home. Details will follow soon 
and I hope as many as possible will attend. 
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Our library 
 
We have been working hard to organise our library books. We 
hope that this can then be used for classes as well as during 
lunch playtime. We would like to surround the walls with 
photographs of children reading outside of school. If you have 
any photographs or are able to send them in please send these 
via the office so that I can display these.  
 
If you have a few hours to spare I am looking for helpers to 
complete my mission to tidy and open a useable library space. 
 
Leeds Castle’s Big Writing Challenge 
 
Children aged 5-13 have been invited to take part in the Leeds Castle BIG story writing challenge. 
They should write a story of no more than 900 words and submit for a chance to win some 
wonderful prizes. More details can be found at, www.leeds-castle.com/storywriting I hope some 
of our children will be inspired to write their own wonderful adventures down. 
 

 
 
PTA Upcoming Events 
 
Please keep your diaries free on 28th March 5:30-8:15 pm for the Race Night event and the 20th 
June for the Colour Run.  I hope to see lots of you there!! 
 
Community Links 
 
We are looking to develop our community links. If you have any skills that you would be willing to 
share or know of any projects that we may not know about, please do come and talk to me. I 
would love the children to work with our community more. 
 
World Book Day 
 
We will be holding an Elmer Week this year instead of partaking in World Book Day. Details will 
follow shortly but we wanted you to know so that outfits are not purchased. 

http://www.leeds-castle.com/storywriting
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What we have been doing this month… 
 

Reception have been learning all about people who help us. They have enjoyed a wonderful role 
play area and had an exciting visit from a fireman.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Year 6 
Year 6 have been learning how to be persuasive writers. After writing an extremely convincing 
brochure for a ski resort (when can I book in?!?!?), they turned their attention to debating 
whether video games should be banned. Following a letter from Mr. I. N. Tellect to the prime 
minister which begged him to ban them, Year 6 responded as Mr. Johnson explaining why that 
could not be the case! My opinion has been changed – will yours? Speak to a Year 6 about this 
matter… 
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Year 5 
 
The Voyagers have been very busy. In Maths we've been busy learning about using written 
methods to multiply and divide. In English, using the persuasive skills we have learnt, we are going 
to try and persuade Mrs Crittenden to switch to a four-day school week; we're not convinced that 
she will agree, even with lots of persuasive reasons! 
As part of our Topic, we had a fun and informative Anglo-Saxon workshop. We got the opportunity 
to act out court and funeral scenes and could handle replica swords and armour, the whole 
experience gave us a real insight into Anglo Saxon life and really enhanced and broadened our 
knowledge of the time. 
In Science, we have been learning about forces and have made parachutes to test the effect of 
surface area on resistance, it's been an action-packed term so far! 
 
 
Year 4 
 
In Year 4, we have been learning about World War 2. We have been writing newspaper reports 
about the bombing of Wrotham Heath and creating silhouette art.  
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Year 3 
 
The Inventors are loving the WW2 topic. We have been looking at different sources of evidence to 

find out what everyday life was like during the war. The children became journalists and 

interviewed a witness who had seen a German plane come down in the village! They then wrote a 

newspaper report including quotes from the witness. In science we have been investigating 

magnets and the children are developing their investigative skills. This week they designed a test 

to see which magnet was the strongest. They are now able to record their results and to draw a 

conclusion at the end of an investigation. We have been discussing what “make do and mend” 

meant during the war and we are using bits of scrap material to practise our sewing skills-you will 

have to wait until the end of term to see the results!  

 
 
 
Year 1 
 
The children have received a letter from Derrick 
Dinosaur from Platt woods! He asked us to help him write a 
story about Goldilocks and the Three Dinosaurs! We will be 
finishing this 'big write' this 
week! 
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Year 2 
 
This term Astronauts have been busy learning about 'Flight' and finding out about the significant 
individuals, inventions and events surrounding aeroplanes.  We have researched famous aviators 
such as Amelia Earhart, Amy Johnson and the Wright Brothers.  We have written our own 
biographies, fact pages and diary entries.  At the beginning of term we were excited to learn a 
book 'Fly Eagle Fly' off by heart and used our 'talk for writing' strategies to write our own stories 
based on the text.  We created and adapted our own story maps and loved sharing our stories 
with the class. In maths the children have been exploring division, multiplication and more 
recently statistics - we have we have collected our own tally data about 'favourites' (e.g. favourite 
colour, sport, chocolate bar) and created our own pictograms to represent our results as well as 
using the data to answer questions.  In PE we have been making the most of gaps in the rain - 
getting fit outside through our fitness programme before we move onto gymnastics.   In art we 
have been busy using different materials, fixing them together to create our own 'Monster 
Models'.   
 

  
 
 

 
 
I am sure you agree we have had a busy first month. 
Our children have started 2020 well and we are all 
excited about the coming months and creating some 
more amazing memories. I am working hard behind the 
scenes on our new site and hope to give you all some 
great news soon! 
 
Mrs Crittenden 
Headteacher 
 


