
New Entrants Meeting

Platt C of  E Primary School



Visions and Values 
Mathew 13:31-32

• “ The kingdom of  heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took 
and planted in his field. Though it is the smallest of  all seeds, yet 
when it grows, it is the largest of  garden plants and becomes a tree, 
so that the birds come and perch from its branches.”

• Like Jesus’ teaching in the parable of  the mustard seed, we believe 
that children at Platt Primary are like seeds with the potential to 
grow and flourish as they are nurtured and encouraged to develop 
their unique gifts.  We are a family where we care for others and the 
world around us. We learn as a community and grow in wisdom and 
we forgive as God forgave us.



Who are the staff  in 

the room?
•Teachers: 

• Mrs. Wright – Key Stage 1 Lead and Reception Class 
Teacher, (Monday, Tuesday Wednesday morning).

• Mrs Wright has been a teacher for 20 years, (in both 
special education and mainstream primary), with specialist 
training in the Early Years.

• Miss Marchant – Reception teacher, (Thursday and 
Friday).

• Miss Marchant has been teaching for 14 years, also with 
specialist training in the early years.

• Mrs Dervish – Teaching Assistant, (in every day and 
covering the class with TA support on Wednesday 
afternoons whilst Miss Marchant and Mrs. Wright plan 
lessons together).

• Mrs Dervish has been a 1:1 and TA with us for many 
years and has a wealth of  knowledge and experience.



Our classroom





Open door policy

•We operate an ‘Open Door’ Policy to parents. The purpose of  our Open Door 
Policy is to encourage open communication, feedback and discussion. We value 
the input parents make to the school. If  you have any worries or concerns about 
your child’s education, then we believe that it is far better that you come into 
school and discuss them – in the first case with the class teacher, then with a 
member of  the Senior Leadership Team and then the Head Teacher. Following 
this process allows issues to be resolved and explained. Staff  will listen to your 
concerns and work with you to resolve any issues that you might have. Staff  and 
parents are expected to be reasonable and fair to all parties. It is in the best 
interests of  all our children to work together. If  you feel that the matter needs 
more than 10 minutes to discuss, then parents should phone the school office to 
make an appointment to see the member of  staff  at a mutually convenient time. 

•Mrs Gilham will always be available to speak to at the school gates at the 
beginning and close of  each day.



•In Reception play, we have fun, and we learn! If  your child comes home and says they have played all day, then we are 
doing our job well. 

•As with the wider school we teach termly topics based around key texts. The children will learn about the book, its 
themes and extend their understanding to the world in which they live in. Teachers will share further details of  what 
will happen each term. We also teach other subject such as RE and History explicitly or merge these in with our topics 
when appropriate.

•As a school we have a big emphasis on the positive impact of  outdoor learning, and this has stemmed from the great 
opportunities seen within the early life of  school. Children will have access to outdoors throughout the day, in all 
weathers and we strongly believe that this is very important to the development of  the whole child.

Our early curriculum is based on 4 key principles:

A unique child

Positive relationships

Enabling environments

Learning and development



Early Learning Goals

•Prime areas: 

•Communication and language

•Physical development

•Personal, social and emotional development

•Specific areas:

•Literacy 

•Mathematics 

•Understanding the world 

•Expressive arts and design



The characteristics of  effective teaching and 
learning. 

•Playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, 
and ‘have a go’

•Active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if  they 
encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements

•Creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their 
own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for 
doing things’



Our teaching and learning ethic

Although we work towards the EYFS Early Learning Goals, we also focus on 

the process of  your child’s learning. The process is how your child learns 

something in depth, consolidates that learning, then uses that knowledge in 

play and other areas.  It’s not just what they learn but also developing their 

own skills in how to learn and to develop a love for learning and a curiosity to 

find out more!



Phonics – Read Write Inc

•Read Write Inc is our synthetic phonics approach to teaching reading. 

•We teach individual sounds and how to blend them to read and write words. 

•Read Write Inc enables children to become keen to read and confident to

write and share their ideas.

•It helps with the phonics check in Years 1 and 2 too!



What if  my child achieves some of  their targets 

early?

The Reception team will consistently assess your child’s learning requirements. 

Therefore, if  they struggle with one aspect, we will put strategies in place to 

help them with this or we will challenge your child further.

We use lots of  communication and language to encourage your child to 

comment on their learning or activity, to ponder, to imagine, to connect ideas, 

to reflect back using talk, to solve problems and delve deeper. 



Assessment

Baseline:

• We will assess all the children via the government 
baseline assessment scheme, which we will use to 
inform our planning and teaching next term.

• Speech and language:

• We will assess all the children’s speech and language 
skills, (which includes comprehension activities). If  
we feel there is a need for your child to have extra 
support with this in school ,we will contact you 
with the details.



Behaviour • Throughout the whole school, we work with children to build positive relationships 
and respect across the school. This culture enables children to develop their own 
behaviour understanding.  Encouraging a calm, purposeful and happy atmosphere 
within the school where effective learning and teaching can take place.

In Reception we:

o Promote nurturing positive caring attitudes, where achievement at all levels is 
acknowledged and valued. 

• Give children the tools to recognise, regulate and take responsibility for their own 
behaviour choices.

• We believe that when a child demonstrates unacceptable behaviour, it is the 
behaviour which is unacceptable and not the child.

• Children are taught to take responsibility for their own learning and behaviour, and 
to realise that there are clear expectations during the school day.

• We are dedicated to helping children to recognise, address and take responsibility 
for their choices 

• We believe it is our duty to promote, encourage and celebrate positive relationships 
and exemplary behaviour within the school. 



Less documenting..

• As a school, we have decided to move away from lots of  filing and 
documenting of  children’s work. With less use of  daily 
documentation , we will be able to give more time to your children.  
This will allow us to explore learning with them, not only through 
structured learning times but through our Plan Do Review sessions 
as well. Our aim is to develop children’s vocabulary and thinking 
skills by playing and exploring with them , using talk to develop their 
thoughts, ideas and understanding through regular communication.

• We will have six pupil progress meetings throughout the year, to 
discuss the children’s learning in all areas, and use this to regularly 
inform our planning. This will ensure your child is getting learning 
that is tailored to their needs.



Praise and reward

• In Reception class the children will receive 
megastars for their house team, by 
demonstrating our school values and beyond.

• For any exemplary behaviours or team work, the 
whole class receive a heart in our jar. When the 
jar is full the children can choose an agreed treat 
for the whole class, e.g. a visit to the woodlands, 
hot chocolate and a movie, a teddy bears picnic 
and so on.



Home learning expectations- books, 
homework, communication 

Each week we will be sending home a reading book and a Read Write Inc book.

The Read Write Inc book will be different to the regular reading book and may 
seem simple, however the purpose, is to help consolidate your child’s class 
learning of  the phonic sounds taught in class, sound blending and the reading of  
‘red’ words, (sight words).

I will be offering a training session for parents, on how we teach phonics 
and how you can support your child with this at home.

The home reading books will initially be picture books. This is to encourage 
your child to ‘have a go’ at telling their own story in their own words, to help with 
comprehension skills.

After this, we will move on to sending books home with words. We will be 
assessing children beforehand to ensure they have the correct level to match both 
their reading ability and level of  understanding.



Year 6 buddies.

• The children will be allocated a Year 6 buddy.  

Their buddies can be there to ‘look out’ for 

them on the big playground at lunchtimes and 

they join in with lots of  activities, such as 

walking with us to St Mary’s Church next week. 

They also get together with us for reading, 

woodland activities and other group projects. 



Developing woodland area

• We make full use of  our woodland and outside areas on a 
regular basis. For this we ask for your child to have some 
welly boots, a set of  waterproof  clothing and a set of  
spare clothes to be left in school during term time. 

• Last year we used the woodlands as a base for all manner 
of  learning, from story telling math activities, to having an 
outside café!

• Our Eco reps will be set a project this year to develop our 
woodland space, which will involve pitching their idea to 
our PSA and fundraising events.



Books

• The children will, however have a writing and math book, later on in the 

year, which will be used to aid assessment as well as our regular observations 

and discussions with your child in different aspects of  their learning.

• Our final topic is modern and traditional fairy tales, so a great topic to 

inspire early writing skills! 



Houses:

• We get together with members of  our house 

team for whole school events, such as sports 

day. 



Getting to know your child before school

• Before your child starts with us in September, the 
reception team will hold ‘stay and play’ sessions for 
your child to attend in school during the month of  
July.

• Miss Marchant and Mrs Wright will visit your child’s 
pre-school or nursery setting in the months 
preceding, to help us gain a ‘picture’ of  your child 
before they begin school. On some occasions, we 
might arrange a home-visit or invite parents in to 
school, to discuss specific requirements.



Transition

• At the start of  Reception, your child will attend their class setting on a 
shorter timetable. During the first week, they will attend class from 9 – 11.45, 
the second week from 8.50 – 12.45, (with lunch), then all will be in full time 
during the third week.

• We have this staggered start to enable your child/children time to adjust to 
their new school routine, and to get to know their adults and peers, without 
feeling too overwhelmed. This also gives the team time to meet with parents, 
if  we need to talk to you about your child and for us to tailor our plans to 
suit your children, once we start to get to know them even better!



Being prepared for 

school

•Being independent- Here are some of  the key 
skills we would hope your child is on the way to 
being able to do;

• Dress and undress themselves (within reason)

• Use the toilet independently and ask to go there

• Tidy up after himself/herself

•Recognise their own name (Please tell us if  their     
name is abbreviated in any way)

•Share toys and equipment

•Handle a pencil and scissors

•Sing some nursery rhymes

•Practice counting to 10

•Listen well and follow simple instructions



Any questions? 


