
Dear Parents, Carers and Friends,  

With the sun beginning to shine more, the mornings and evenings are 
getting lighter, let’s hope slightly warmer temperatures are on the hori-
zon along with the first signs of Spring!  Have you spotted any yet? As 
plants and animals begin to emerge, it reminds me of our school vision—
the parable of the mustard seed and how we foster a climate in school 
for growth in our children; academically and spiritually, just as the natu-
ral world does for plants and animals.  We very much look forward to 
you coming in for our first whole school Open Afternoon next week to 
see first-hand the growth in your children’s learning since September. 

Have a lovely weekend—enjoy the sunshine and hopefully, some great 
Rugby too! 

 

Next Week in Collective Worship 

Next week in collective worship staff and children will be learning about 
the teachings of Jesus. The school value focus is wisdom.  

 

Headteacher Recruitment Update 

Following a thorough and rigorous Headteacher appointment selection 
process, culminating in a challenging two full days for candidates earlier 
this week, the governing body is delighted to let you know that we have 
appointed our acting Deputy Headteacher, Emma Smith, to be Platt’s 
new head.   

Emma shared with the selection panel, which included two senior exter-
nal advisers, her vision for a school which places its Christian values, the 
outcome for its pupils and the wellbeing and development of its staff at 
the heart of everything that we do.  Our core values of care, learning and 
forgiveness shone through in Emma’s presentations to the panel and we 
believe that she will be the kind, courageous and inspirational leader 
that our wonderful school deserves, reaching out to the community and 
providing the pupils with a safe, caring and vibrant environment in which 
to thrive.   

Emma will take up her position at the start of term after Easter at which 
point we will say goodbye to Richard Rule, our Executive Head Teacher 
for the past 14 months or so.  We would like to express our huge grati-
tude to Richard for the fantastic job he has done in steering our school 
through what has been, at times, a difficult period.  We are in a better 
place today because of him and the wonderful staff at the school, mean-
ing Emma inherits a school with rock solid foundations, a spirit of happi-
ness and safety and great potential for the future.  We wish Richard well 
as he returns to the Bourne Partnership and we wish Emma the 
strength, the guidance and the support to succeed in her new role. 

David Knox, Chair of Governors 

 

SEN parent advice 

KCC have a telephone line for parents wishing to seek advice from 
Speech and Language Therapist, Physiotherapist or Occupational Thera-
pists who is not currently open to them. The number is 0300 123 7004 
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Learning in Explorers class 

This week Year 1 have created their 
own 3D habitats using shoe boxes 
and lots of different resources 
linked to their science topic this 
term. The children have really 
enjoyed using their learning in a 
creative way and explaining how 
their habitat suits the animals they 
have placed within them. Next 
week the class will evaluate their 
models before taking them home 
at the end of the term.  

 

Netball Play and Learn 

On Thursday afterschool, some children joined us from St George’s C of E 
Primary School for a netball ‘Play and Learn’ 
session.  Children from both schools had a great 
time, developing their skills and team work 
together.  They were a credit to the school, polite 
and welcoming.  We learnt lots as a team using 
our school values. I am so proud of the whole 
team. 

Mrs Riseborough 

 

 

OPEN AFTERNOON 

Monday 6th February 2:45-3:05pm 

We would like to invite all parents/carers to come into school and 

see their child’s learning.  You will be able to go into your child’s 

classroom, sit with them and have a look at all the amazing learn-

ing and work they have completed so far this year. 

Due to numbers, we will have to limit this event to two relatives 

per family (not per child)—no younger/older siblings please.  We 

look forward to welcoming you all. 

Entry will be via the playground gates.  Please sign in at the class-

room doors.   

We ask that you do not use your mobile phones or other devices 

whilst onsite please.  Toilet facilities, should you need them, are 

by the main office. 

At 3:05pm, teachers will ask you to exit the class-

rooms and wait on the playgrounds whilst we get 

children ready to go home as normal. 



House Points 

Well done to Ash House this week! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overall, the winning House this term is Oak House!! Well done.  Their re-

ward is to wear their own clothes to school on Thursday 9th February. 

 

 

Achievement Award 

 

Well done to this week’s recipients for showing the value of Compassion 

are: 

 

Creators:  Leia 

Explorers:  Charlie 

Astronauts:  Elleanor 

Inventors:  Sophie 

Adventurers:  Pippa 

Voyagers:  Liam 

Ambassadors:  Clarke 

 

 

Upcoming Church Service 

Our next church service is on Wednesday 22nd February at 9:30am and will 
be led by Year 5, therefore, parents/carers of children in Voyagers class are 
welcome to join us.   

As always, we require some volunteers to supervise the children walking, 
particularly in the younger year groups.  If you are able to help out and walk 
both to and from the church with us; please message the class teacher via 
Dojo and they will respond letting you know if they require your help.  It is 
important that our teachers organise parent helpers as they complete risk 
assessment forms prior to the visit.  Thank you in advance for helping. 

 

 

Diary Dates 

Please note that all events and dates listed below are accurate at the 

time of printing this newsletter, but, could be subject to change in the 

future. 

Individual School Photographs 

The photographers will be in school on Monday 6th February to take 
individual pupil photographs.  

06.02.23 Open Afternoon 2:45-3:05pm 

07.02.23  Musical Soiree 5-6pm 

10.02.23 Last day of Term 3 

20.02.23 Term 4 commences  

31.03.23 Last day of Term 4 (School Ends at 1.15) 

17.04.23 Term 5 Commences 

01.05.23 Bank Holiday Monday (School Closed) 

06.05.23 Coronation of King Charles III 

08.05.23 Extra Bank Holiday (School Closed) 

09.05.23 Key Stage 2 SATs Commence 

15.05.23 Key Stage 1 SATs Week 

26.05.23 Last Day of Term 5 

05.06.23 Staff Training Day 

06.06.23 First day of Term 6 

14.07.23 End of Year Reports Sent out 

19.07.23 Last day of Term 6  (School Ends at 1.15 p.m.) 

2023-2024 

Development Day  1 01.09.23 

Term 1 04.09.23– 20.10.23 

Term 2 30.10.23—15.12.23 

Development Day  2 02.01.24 

Term 3 03.01.24-09.02.24 

Term 4 19.02.24—28.03.24 

Term 5 15.04.24—24.05.24 

Development Day 3 03.06.24 

Term 6 04.06.24—23.07.24 

 

 

 

 

  

Mr Rule, Mrs Smith and the school team 

Email: office@platt.kent.sch.uk 

01732 882596 

  

TUESDAY 7th FEBRUARY 5-6pm 

MUSICAL SOIREE  

Featuring Platt Orchestra, KS2 Choir and 

various soloists.           

SCHOOL HALL 

Please come along to celebrate our musical pupils and all the 

progress they have made this year. 

Refreshments available from our PTA. 

Everyone welcome. 


